THE MISSOURI HARMONY

A famous oblong song book of the pioneer days in the middle west was “The Missouri Har-
mony,” published in 1808 by Morgan and Sanxay of Cincinnatti. Young Abraham Lincoln and
his sweetheart, Ann Rutledge, sang from this book in the Rutledge tavern in New Salem, according
to old scttlers there. It was used at camp meetings of Peter Cartwright and other circuit riding
evangelists, and was highly thought of by many church members in the Mississippi Valley.

Though the volume included “Legacy” an Irish drinking song, praising “balmy drops of the
red grape,” the author in his instructions to singers, warned them: *““A cold or cough, all kinds of
spiritous liquors, violent exercise, bile upon the stomach, long fasting, the veins overcharged with
impure blood, ete., ete., are destructive to the voice of one who is much in the habit of singing. A
frequent use of spiritous liquors will speedily ruin the best voice.”

In further advice on vocal hygienc, he declared, “ A frequent use of some acid drink, such as
purified cider, elixir of vitriol with water, vinegar, etc., if used sparingly is strengthening to the
lungs.”

The author of the “supplement’ on how to sing, kept himself anonymous, the title page saying
the book was “By An Amateur.” He desired his readers to know ‘“‘the superiority of vocal to
instrumental music is, that while one only pleases the ear, the other informs the understanding.”
Under the head of * General Ohservations,” he gave these hints on the frame of mind singers should
try for: ‘‘There should not be any noise indulged in while singing (except the music) as it destroys
entirely the beauty of harmony, and renders the performance (especially to learners) very difficult;
and if it is designedly promoted, it is nothing less than a proof of disrespect in the singers to the
exercise, to themselves who occasion it, and to the Author of our existence.”

“All ‘affectation’ should be banished. It is disgusting in the performance of sacred music,
and contrary to that solemnity which should accompany an exercise so near akin to that which will
through all eternity engage the attention of those who walk ‘in climes of bliss.””” “The great
Jehovah, who implanted in our nature the noble faculty of vocal performance, is jealous of the use
to which we apply our talents in that particular lest we exercise them in a way which does not tend
to glorify his name.”

‘The pages from the ““Missouri Harmony,” reproduced here, contain at least two songs with
which Abrabam Lincoln had close acquaintance. Dennis Hanks, a cousin of Lincoln, has related
that in Spencer County, Indiana, the song, “How Tedious and Tasteless the Hours,” (Greenfields),
was well-known, and New Salem, Illinois, residents have told of how Lincoln parodied ““ Legacy.”
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